Symmetrical adenovirus minichromosomes have hairpin replication intermediates.
A special class of panhandles (hairpin or foldback structures) arising from the replication of symmetrical adenovirus (Ad) minichromosome dimers and oligomers have been identified by two-dimensional gel electrophoresis. Hairpins provide evidence for replicative intermediates in the pathway for Ad complementary-strand synthesis. Furthermore, larger inverted sequences give Ad minichromosomes a replicative advantage.